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I want to learn English through SHINE 
becauseé

ÅòI want to be part of this country.ó (Integration)

ÅElders appreciate the quality and advanced 
medical technology in the US but cannot 
access them due to language barrier.



I want to learn English through SHINE 
becauseé

ÅòI donõt want to be the burden of my familyé.ó 
(Self-Sufficiency)

ÅElders need to depend on their adult children 
to accompany to the doctorõs appointment and 
hospital and feels like being a burden.



Å Low literacy is linked to poor health outcomes such as 
higher rates of hospitalization and less frequent use 

of preventive services.(Fact Sheet on Health Literacy-U.S. 

Dept of Health and Human Services-

Å62% of non-native English speaking patients 
lack the literacy skills adequate to function in 
health care settings. (Williams, et. al. 1998)

ÅAdults over the age 65 have weaker health 
literacy skills (Rudd, Kirsch & Yamamoto, 2004)


